Vitamin D Deficiency in Victoria

The Victorian Department of Health invites you to attend a stakeholder forum to discuss progress on the development and implementation of strategies to prevent vitamin D deficiency in Victoria and to identify future priorities for action.

Throughout 2008 and 2009, the Department of Health and its partners have been working together to progress a health promotion initiative focusing on the prevention of vitamin D deficiency in the Victorian population. Particular attention has been directed to developing and implementing strategies targeting various at-risk groups in the community such as people residing in aged care facilities and high-rise public housing, dark skinned migrants and people who cover their skin for cultural or religious reasons. 

The results of three main areas of work will be discussed:
1. The development of evidence-based resources about vitamin D deficiency and its prevention, for use by medical and non-medical health care workers. 
2. A strategy to provide both immediate and longer term improvements to the accessibility of high dose vitamin D supplements in Victoria.
3. Guidelines for planners, engineers and policy makers in local and state government to ensure the community has increased opportunities for appropriate sun exposure through improvements to the built environment.

Date:

Friday 23 October 2009

Time:

1.30-4.30pm
Venue:
Victorian Foundation for Survivors of Torture (Foundation House)


6 Gardiner Street

Brunswick

Melways Ref: 29F7
RSVP:
Friday 9th October
Sherine Azoor on (03)9096 0376 
or sherine.azoor@dhs.vic.gov.au 

Places are limited
Afternoon tea will be served

Speakers:


Professor Peter Ebeling, Chair of Medicine, Head of Endocrinology, Western Health


Dr Georgia Paxton, Paediatrician, Medical Coordinator Immigrant Health Service, Royal Children’s Hospital


Dr Anjali Haikerwal, Research Coordinator, Department of Medicine, University of Melbourne


Dr Simon Slota-Kan, Office of the Chief Health Officer, Department of Human Services


Sue Heward, Manager SunSmart, Cancer Council of Victoria


Sally Richardson, Senior Policy Advisor, Refugee Health, Department of Human Services








